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Teaching strategy: Differentiated teaching 

Overview:  
Differentiation involves teachers creating lessons that are accessible and challenging 
for all students. It is one of the core functions of teaching and one of the hardest. To 
be successful, a teacher needs to know where the students are and plan, deliver, and 
assess the content in various ways, so all students make progress in their learning.  
Teachers can adjust content, activities, expected outcomes, and assessment criteria to 
achieve this aim. The physical classroom environment also has a role to play. 

 

The challenge for many teachers is how to differentiate successfully without planning a separate lesson for each 
student. Although traditionally, students are grouped by perceived ability in mathematics classes, research has 
shown that flexible grouping, depending on topic and task, is more effective than fixed ability grouping. 

 

The teacher: 
• Uses pre-assessment, formative assessment and other diagnostics to know the level of each student 

• Sets high but reasonable expectations for each student 

• Plans for the different levels and abilities of every student 

• Uses a range of activities and strategies 

• Uses flexible grouping and levelled examples to support each student 

• Monitors individual student progress 

• Offers targeted feedback to enable each student to move forward 

 

The students: 
• Know they are being assessed individually, not against other students 

• Know that their expectations are reasonable and achievable 

• Can set their own learning goals 

• Feel supported in their learning 

 

Examples of the strategy in action: 
This article describes a variety of approaches to differentiation for primary level mathematics. 

http://165.139.150.129/intervention/Differentiated%20Instruction%20for%20Math.pdf  

 

In this video a teacher discusses introduced a team-teaching approach in her school to better accommodate the 
needs of all students. 

https://www.aitsl.edu.au/tools-resources/resource/differentiation-in-maths-illustration-of-practice 

http://165.139.150.129/intervention/Differentiated%20Instruction%20for%20Math.pdf
https://www.aitsl.edu.au/tools-resources/resource/differentiation-in-maths-illustration-of-practice

